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Ms. Lori Gutierrez, 
Deputy Director, Office of Policy
625 Forster Street, Room 814 
Health and Welfare Building 
Harrisburg, PA 17120

Dear Ms. Gutierrez,

     I have learned that the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is considering
streamlining rules for skilled nursing facilities to more closely reflect
Medicare guidelines.  I have read sections of the Proposed
Rulemaking report, and see the following statement:   ". . .any negative
impact in applying the Federal requirements to the three facilities that do
not participate in Medicare or Medicaid will be minimum and is vastly
outweighed by the need for consistency in the application of standards in
long-term care nursing facilities Statewide."   I would like to know if the
directors of the three long-term care nursing facilities were consulted, and if
so, if they really agreed that the new requirements will be minimal, or if this
is really being done to streamlines recordkeeping Statewide at the expense
of patient care?

     I am writing to you from Foulkeways at Gwynedd, a non-profit, life-care
community.  Foulkeways does not accept Medicare, the intention (and
result) being that our health professionals' time is used primarily for patient
care and not for Medicare-related paperwork, which as I understand it, is
much more time consuming than the useful and reliable records kept by the
professional staff. 

     Contrary to the above quoted statement, I learned from our health care
professionals that the proposed new rules will add much administrative time
to the schedules our devoted health care professionals whose priority is to

mailto:nancy.nitzberg@gmail.com
mailto:RA-DHLTCREGS@pa.gov
mailto:mary_knapp@foulkeways.org
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pacodeandbulletin.gov%2FDisplay%2Fpabull%3Ffile%3D%2Fsecure%2Fpabulletin%2Fdata%2Fvol51%2F51-31%2F1195.html&data=04%7C01%7CRA-DHLTCRegs%40pa.gov%7C371629e5383a4fb6076308d96bceff4a%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637659359071420079%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=IwmtHH%2FEZ94jWxYpplNeFa5X21vbefczcaMapFkdiRc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pacodeandbulletin.gov%2FDisplay%2Fpabull%3Ffile%3D%2Fsecure%2Fpabulletin%2Fdata%2Fvol51%2F51-31%2F1195.html&data=04%7C01%7CRA-DHLTCRegs%40pa.gov%7C371629e5383a4fb6076308d96bceff4a%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637659359071420079%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=IwmtHH%2FEZ94jWxYpplNeFa5X21vbefczcaMapFkdiRc%3D&reserved=0


provide patient care, as well as to provide necessary, individualized
documentation.  My husband is in the Personal Care section of Foulkeways,
and may need skilled nursing care in the not too distant future.  I am
personally concerned about this change, having chosen Foulkeways for its
fine reputation, especially for its skilling nursing component.

     Thank you for considering the individual circumstances of Foulkeways
and other such communities.

Sincerely,

Nancy H. Nitzberg

     

-- 
Nancy H. Nitzberg
901 Foulkeways
Gwynedd, PA   19436
Mobile:  215-870-9528


